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To Baby Bun:
You are and will forever be the child I have always wanted.
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INTRODUCTION
How did I get started in blogging? Well I only started because I was $60,000 in debt after
I graduated, and I wanted to chronicle my journey out of it while not living like a miser,
so I started a site called Fabulously Broke in the City while working as a consultant fulltime, earning $65,000 a year.
Although I was earning a good salary, I was committed to living on as little of it as
possible and putting every penny I had to clear my debt, so the site was all about learning
how to live my previously profligate champagne life on a beer budget.
I gave up my apartment, put everything into storage, and lived out of a single suitcase in
hotels, working non-stop to save on rent and living expenses, which ultimately lead to my
being a minimalist, but that’s another tale for another book. After about 18 months, I saw
an opportunity, quit my corporate job, became an entrepreneur, and basically quadrupled
my yearly income after landing a major contract three days later to become completely
debt-free.
Now with some extra time on my hands in between contracts, I felt a little bored just only
talking about money, so I started a second blog called Style on a String which was shortlived because as a style blog it was far more work than I had ever anticipated. It was
exhausting, so I scrapped it.
However after a few more years, I got the sadistic itch again to create another outlet, and
I started a third site called The Everyday Minimalist where I talked about how I became
more of a minimalist, based on literally living out of a suitcase in hotels. Predictably, I
soon became overwhelmed with the amount of work it took to run my own company, and
two fairly successful blogs, posting 6-8 times a week in total, so I called it quits on the
whole blogging thing.

My heart was no longer in it - I didn’t feel like I was some broke woman trying to live it
high on the hog any longer and that persona I had built up for myself was no longer who I
was or wanted to be. I ended up selling both blogs as a package deal for a five-figure total
and embarked on a blog-free (and I thought) hassle-free life.
The only thing I kept was selling my budgeting tool at The Budgeting Tool. I had never
planned on actually blogging on there, but sure enough, 2 weeks later, blinking bored out
of my mind, it became a blog yet again. I have since accepted that the blogging bug has
bitten me and I am an addict for life, so dug deep to find the perfect name for my fifth
and final blog: Save. Spend. Splurge., which represents everything I am today and want to
be in the future. Now, about 10 years later from when I first started this whole thing, I am
now creating my sixth site (non-blogging platform) which will now house all the ebooks I
plan on writing for the Like a Boss series on various topics.
So, what credentials do I have at the end of it all, to tell you how to start and maintain a
successful blog? In less than 3 years on this blog, I now pull in $1000 USD a month
which may not sound like a lot, but I had started out earning a penny a day.
I offer you all of my knowledge, experience and give you a comprehensive outline of
what to do and what not to do learned from building 6 sites from scratch and 10 years of
blogging experience. I have made every single mistake possible blogging, from starting
on the wrong blogging platform, to bringing down my site multiple times, and I simply
want to help you to avoid making the same mistakes. So thank you, for buying my ebook.
If you are a long-time reader back in the “FB” days, as I call it, I thank you very much
indeed from the bottom of my heart for being so wily in ferreting me out and following
me to my latest (and final) blog. If you are a new reader, curious about the whole process,
then I thank you as well from the bottom of my heart for having faith in me and my work.
I am not who I am, and where I am today without the support of readers like you, and this
addictive blogging world I keep finding myself drawn back into.
As always my inbox is open to you, and I genuinely would love to hear from you:
!
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BRANDING
It seems very trendy (and a little pretentious, really) these days to talk about bloggers and
their ‘brands’, but in truth, you are already a brand, you just may not call it that.
You have a brand of who you are at work, to your friends, family, and strangers just based
on what you wear, what you say, and your mannerisms.
Think about it whenever we see someone in a uniform, they’re already branded as a
‘firefighter’, ‘pilot’, and we have preconceived notions of who they are as people, based
solely off what they’re wearing.
Why would you wear a black conservative suit to work at a bank, avoid swearing and use
proper English? It’s because if you didn’t, clients may not take you as seriously as if you
showed up in weekend garb of ripped jeans and a t-shirt.
You are already a brand.

!
“Your blog is no different”

Brand Statement
A brand statement is just saying very simply in 10 words or less, what your blog stands
for. In ten words or less, people should read it instantly know what your blog is all about.
For Save. Spend. Splurge. this is my brand statement:
Wealth-Focused. Style-Obsessed. Minimalist.
Simple, right? It took me months to reach that point - I had to narrow it down from 50
adjectives I wrote out on a page, and then try to figure out what to eliminate.
The trap people can fall into is thinking that once they create out a brand statement, they
have to strictly adhere to it, and while this is true, it is easy to segue from one topic to
another, as long as you bring it back to what your blog stands for.
If you start writing only about raw vegan recipes as a food blog, it doesn’t make sense to
suddenly wake up one day and start writing about style, unless your blog covers both
topics as a lifestyle blog for vegans, in which case your brand statement should say so.
For instance, I talk on and off about career and being an entrepreneur.
My brand statement says nothing about being a self-employed business owner, but I
always try to tie it back to money by focusing on things like salary negotiations (wealth)
or how to dress for the office (style). I try to limit posts on things like parenting, unless it
ties back to my brand statement (e.g. being a minimalist with a child).
There are obviously posts here and there where I go off tangent and talk about “Life”, but
that is part of the blog, and oddly enough, they are posts that get the most views because
it shows who I am as a person and lets readers connect more deeply to me.
So don’t veer too far off your brand, but feel free to be a bit more flexible.

Blog & Self Biography
Once you have your brand statement, write out a longer biography, you can always tweak
it later, but have it readily on hand.
You want to keep it short but comprehensive, about 3-5 paragraphs long.
You can always cut it down and make it shorter for when you do guest blogging as part of
your biography, so don’t stress out about the length too much at this point.
Currently, mine is on my footer page is:
I am a wealth-focused, style-obsessed, minimalist. I got out of $60,000 of debt in
18 months with The Budgeting Tool which I now sell online and donate its net
proceeds to charity. If you are Canadian or just a beginner to investing, you
might want to check out my Investing & Money Guide. If you want one-on-one
personal help for your situation (money or business), my rates are here.
I earn like a princess on average $20,000 a month when I work but am trying
hard to live like a pauper by not spending all of it. Here's my story of how I grew
my net worth up to $500,000.
The rest of the time I relax and enjoy the time off by traveling, although traveling
has been on hold lately with the arrival of Baby Bun, my rambunctious, everhungry toddler.
When I need a biography for guest blogging, it gets shortened & tailored to the hosting
blog’s topic either by myself or the host(ess):
I am a wealth-obsessed, style-focused, minimalist who blogs at Save. Spend.
Splurge. I’m with a partner who immigrated from France to Canada over 20
years ago and we have a Franco-Anglo toddler named Baby Bun, our
rambunctious, ever-hungry child.

I’m a freelancer and the rest of the time I relax and enjoy the time off by
travelling, although lately, that has been on hold and now the true highlight of
my day is looking forward to my toddler’s sacred nap time to get a break.

Audience
You will write about what you have a passion for which indirectly means you are always
somehow writing for yourself; I always keep myself as a reader in mind then edit as
critically as possible.
You don’t need to be able to nail who your audience is right away because you may not
actually know until you start writing & hear feedback, or feel the need to go another
direction after you begin writing and discover who you attract.
My target audience is fairly wide, but I primarily write for:

18-to-45 year old professional woman earning $50,000 - $100,000 a year
who enjoys talking about money, style, and minimalism for a practical
life.
Sound too simple to be true? It is that simple.
It doesn’t mean all my readers fit into this range, but it’s what I aim for.
If it is a topic you enjoy talking about, chances are, there are like minded folks out there.
I mean, how could I have ever imagined that minimalism for instance, would be a hot
topic for people to be interested in? Not shopping? Sounds boring! I wrote about it only
because I was living it, and hadn’t read much on the web about it.
If you aren’t sure about your topic, just google it and see how many search results appear.
For ‘minimalism’, I got 43,800,000 results, so it means that there are about 43.8 million
pages out there with this word or topic, which is actually very broad… maybe a little too
broad. You don't want too general of a topic and get lost in the sea of blogs.
With ‘minimalist style’, I get 23.7 million hits. A little better.

If I narrowed it down more to ‘minimalist Parisian fashion style’ (a topic I am truly
passionate about), I get 1.4 million hits, and my blog is actually in the top of the search
results (which obviously means I need to blog more about it).
Go through a similar exercise to find your own niche. If you can’t figure out even what
topic you want to blog about, then just start writing down all the ideas and cross one off
the list each day until you have something more concrete you can drill down with.
Or use your life as inspiration, maybe you’ve just started trying to live healthier (allorganic, chia seeds added to everything, etc) but it seems so expensive so you want to
chronicle how you do it on a budget.
Your blog topic should answer one of these three key words for you audience: Passion,
Challenge or Help - something you are passionate about, something you are challenged
by, and/or something you can help with.
At the end of the day, your blog topic should answer at least one of these three key words
for you audience: Passion, Challenge or Help - something you are passionate about,
something you are challenged by, and/or something you can help with.

Anonymous
The question I struggled with the most was whether or not to be anonymous since I was
writing about my money (read: actual income, spending & saving numbers) and I didn’t
want it to clash with my offline life. It is perfectly fine either way to be Anonymous or
Not but do sit down and think hard about some of the pros and cons of each and what you
are comfortable with.

Stay behind the scenes?
From my experience the more anonymous you are, the more open, raw & honest you are
in your writing. The minute you put your name and/or face to something, it doesn’t mean
you stop being honest, but you definitely change what you say, how you say it, and when
you say it.
You may not necessarily be able to feel comfortable writing about your family life quite
so candidly, because you know family members (and their friends!) read it and you don’t
want to air your (or their!) dirty laundry. It is human nature to want to be liked, and if
people can put a name and face to your words being published for public consumption, it
that tends to colour what you write.
You edit yourself and your posts, and you stick to more neutral topics or opinions, and
you water all of it down so that it is more palatable, which doesn’t mean you become
bland, but it means you will need to spend more time agonizing over what you’re saying.
Where I find this can become quite sticky, is if you write about taboo topics like money,
specifically your money, be it if you are heavily in debt or with a decent amount of
money saved, while others may be struggling to make ends meet.
When I was in debt or even now well into the black, I was and am not comfortable with
my family, friends or colleagues read and render judgement upon me (‘Why did she rack
up so much debt? Why wasn’t she more frugal!?’) or feel resentful or envious (‘How did
she buy her house in cash in her early 30s?’), so I stay Anonymous.

It’s not like I don’t tell anyone our situation, I just select who I confide in. I try hard to
stay under the radar and avoid coming off like a know-it-all braggart rubbing it into
others’ faces and when in doubt, I clamp my mouth shut until I know it is safe to tell them
(if at all).
Not revealing who you are can also make people distrust you; some people over the years
have commented about it being suspicious that I wouldn’t reveal who I am, my name or
what I do for a living.
They have suggested rather creative (e.g. illegal activities) and sometimes racy (e.g. adult
escort) reasons for why I am anonymous because of the amount of money I can earn as a
freelancer (~$20,000 a month). I’ve reminded people that I don’t work year-round, but
still, I’ve been called a liar a number of times, saying I am faking both my income and
expenses. It is a choice I have made, and I am content to firmly remain behind the scenes,
but if you plan on staying anonymous, keep this in mind.
It is a choice I have made, and I am content to firmly remain behind the scenes, but if you
plan on staying anonymous, keep this in mind.

…Or reveal who you are?
There is an undeniable benefit to blogging as yourself.
If you put your name and face to what you are writing, people have an instant bond with
you and that’s a trust that you can never buy which is more important if you are running a
lifestyle or a style blog.
Note: For style blogs, if you want to stay Anonymous, just crop the picture above
the neck or lips, don’t paste a happy face over your face, it is both jarring & creepy.
If you do reveal who you are, do take the time to talk to your immediate family, friends,
and colleagues to tell them about it, and get their opinion before you start posting.

You don’t need to necessarily do exactly what they say, but it is always helpful to know
what they think and get them used to the idea. You may get some negative remarks or
feedback, but on the whole, I suspect people will be quite supportive.
Do let them know what you plan on posting, the content, how honest you will be, if you
plan on mentioning them, or if any photos you take will be included on your blog. Be
upfront and clear about the boundaries you plan on enforcing between real life and your
new online life because it can be scary for family members who may think or tell you that
you’re vain or attention-seeking.
They may not understand this blogging thing, especially if they’re of an older generation
who did not grow up so enmeshed with the internet. A good compromise would be to
show who you are (face and all), but pick a different name so you aren’t easily Googled,
and by extension, your family will be somewhat safe from (any) prying eyes.
Above all, no matter what you do and how far you decide to reveal who you are, always
take precautions to keep your privacy and family safe.
No matter how you try your best to delete something, it can be permanently saved and
forwarded to anyone.

!
“The Internet NEVER Forgets.”

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Sherry is a 30-something professional entrepreneur who lives in Canada with her partner and
toddler (whom she has affectionately nicknamed Baby Bun on the blog).
She has been blogging for 10 years having started with clearing $60,000 of student debt in 18
months using The Budgeting Tool (TheBudgetingTool.com) which she now donates the net proceeds
of to charity) to quadrupling her yearly income within two years of graduation and investing using The
Investing Tool (TheInvestingTool.com).
She has recently purchased her first home in cash and only works when she wants to.
Sherry loves those rare, uninterrupted nights of toddler-free deep REM sleep, stuffing her face
with delicious food, and pretending she isn’t secretly addicted to blogging and shopping for winter
coats. You can read more about this wealth-focused, style-obsessed, minimalist at her latest blog Save.
Spend. Splurge. (SaveSpendSplurge.com).
Comments, and photos of adorable otters cuddling can be sent to:
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Thank you!

